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REMARKS 
Claims 1-11 are pending in the application. 
Drawings: 

The drawings have been objected to for using the reference chanu t "27" for two 
different items. A formal substitute Fig. 2 is submitted herewith correct* t lie reference 
character "27" attached to "OAM COMPLEX" in Fig. 2 which is in erroi He reference 
character "31" is used in the substitute Fig. 2 which conforms with the sp : fication. No new 
matter is entered. 

Claims: 

Claims 1-3 and 8-1 1 have been amended to clarify applicant's cla i id invention. The 
claims amendments are supported by the original specification, for exami 1 Fig. 1 and Fig. 2. 
Anedgenodell(fir S tlow-ordernode)isconnectedtolabelswitch e sll * i 12 (first and second 
high-order nodes) via at least one physical line (optical fibers 101 and 10 i » Fig. 2)). The edge 
node 1 1 includes interfaces "27" and "29" (first and second output ports) ; id a selecting section 
(controller 31 see Fig.2, and Figs. 6-8, change of output path (S4)). 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being antici; ,; sd by Masuo et al. 

(U.S. 6,034,96lXMasuo). 

The Masuo reference relates to an active/standby routing system c t n ATM network. In 
the cited sections of the reference disclosed are sequences for setting actr •> standby routes at the 
same time. 

The Office Action takes the position that nodes 11 and 18 of Mas v correspond to a first 
low-order node of applicant's claimed invention, Masuo nodes 13 and 14 « .rrespond to a first 
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Hgh-order node of applicant's claimed — • and Masno nodes 15 . . l« correspond to a 
second high-order node of applicant's claimed invention. 

Masuo teaches, asshownMFi^a.lowernodan (18) is only con ctedto the node 12 

(17) ifaphysicallinebetweenaenode.Kl^andnode .2(17)^=0., .ec«ed m d/or» 

device Mure cf node 12 (17) occurs, nod. 11 (U) * forced «-»•»'• - -»** 
example corresponding a high-order node network). 

to eonttas. to Masno applicant claims that f ««• - 

a^jjais,^^ 1112,1351191 

irtw^nrder node . 

MsprovidcsappHcant-scl^inventionwintAeaav^geo, , eventing a firs, lov, 
order M de(e. g .edgenode, > wnichi SM n„oc,«. to a D igh^e r nodc(e. g bel switch), from 

^^orcornmumcanonmiluresb^the.ow-ordernodeandthe , b.-ordernode. 

As pointed out above mis is different fiom the claimed invention . ause lower node 11 
(, 8) is only connected to node 12 (17) (Fig. 2) and a disconnected physi, . Un= between node 
n(,8 ) andnodel2(17,and/oradevice M ureofnodel2(17)w 0 n.dc i onnectnode 11 (18) 

Therefore, me reference does no. sob,, mc pro., ! nofthepresen. 

invention. 

toadditionMasuoteachesfeanrresofsemnga^ve/standbyrout^ .advance. In 
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node network, the first low-order node, which is connected to the first an I scond high-order 
nodes via at least one physical line, includes first and second output pons ; da selecting section, 
the selecting section changes from the first output port to the second outp -i port when there 
occurs device/communication failures. 

The reference does not teach nor suggest that node 1 1 (18) chang< « he node 12 (17) into 
another node when there occurs communication failure between the node ; X (18) and 12 (17) 
and/or the failure of the node 12 (17). Therefore it is respectfully submit e that the present 
claimed invention can not be anticipated from the reference Masuo and tl i daim rejections 
should be withdrawn for at least the above reasons. 

In view of the remarks set forth above, this application is in condi i a for allowance 
which action is respectfully requested. However, if for any reason the Ex a dner should consider 
this application not to be in condition for allowance, the Examiner is resj z fully requested to 
telephone the undersigned attorney at the number listed below prior to iss u »g a further Action. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged to Deposit Account J V 50-1290. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Brian 5. Myers 
Reg. No. 46,947 
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